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directed the jazz band and Gréco’s lover, Miles Davis, 
added his trumpet to the mix. As Vian later recalled, 
“Le Tabou evolved into a centre of organised madness. 
No club that followed was ever able to recreate this 
incredible atmosphere, and even Le Tabou itself 
couldn’t keep things going like that for ever”.

Yet even after the existentialists had migrated 
elsewhere, Le Tabou remained a jazz club where 
masters like saxophonist Lester Young and trumpeter 
Clifford Brown performed. Le Tabou is no more, but 
that rich history has continued to inspire jazz lovers to 
make pilgrimages to Saint-Germain-des-Prés. Many are 
disappointed when they realise that the music has 
mostly quit the Left Bank for clubs across the river like 
New Morning and Duc des Lombards. But today, if you 
take an evening stroll down rue Dauphine and pause 
before the commemorative plaque at No.33, hung in 
honour of Le Tabou, you might get a shock when you 
hear… jazz in the air! 

In 2000, the management of the luxurious Hôtel 
d’Aubusson decided to give a new vocation to their bar, 
Café Laurent, at 33 rue Dauphine, which a half century 
before had been Le Tabou. “At a time when the jazz 

clubs of Saint-Germain-des-Prés were disappearing, 
there was desire here to keep this tradition alive,” says 
pianist Christian Brenner, who programmes the Café 
Laurent’s weekly jazz concert series. “And that’s what 
we continue to work for.” Growing from a piano bar to 
a six-night-a-week venue for vocal and instrumental 
jazz, the Café Laurent has become a veritable oasis for 
jazz in the quartier.

“Everything changes at nightfall here,” says Audrey 
Blot, Hôtel d’Aubusson’s marketing director. “We have 
many regulars from the neighbourhood who come in 
the evening – authors, book merchants, publishers… 
They all gather here to share a drink, mingle and enjoy 
the jazz. There’s something special, a kind of osmosis 
that takes place here every night, completely separate 
from the hotel. It’s rather magical.”

The magic of Café Laurent is also that of rue 
Dauphine in general, a street where the layers of 
history can still be seen, heard and tasted. For a 
reminder of this, one can leave behind the plush 
atmosphere of the jazz bar, walk back past the zinc 
counter, and step into Hôtel d’Aubusson’s grand salon 
with its 17th-century stone fi replace and soaring 

MAISON FRANCART 
30 Rue Dauphine 
Tel. +33 (0)1 43 54 35 80

When Charcuterie Coesnon closed 10 years ago, 
the whole of Saint-Germain-des-Prés mourned 
– until it was reopened by the passionate chef 
Carine Francart as a new, equally delectable 
delicatessen. Francart kept on the Coesnon staff, 
who now serve handmade pastries, desserts and 
traditional French dishes for a dinner at home or 
a gourmet picnic by the Seine. 

CAFÉ LAURENT 
33 rue Dauphine
Tel. +33 (0)1 43 29 03 33

Café Laurent is much more than just the bar of 
the fi ve-star Hôtel d’Aubusson: it’s a place where 
history and luxury combine to create an intimate 
and timeless ambience. In the daytime, enjoy a tea in 
the secluded patio garden. In the evening, step into 
the plush jazz lounge and take a seat at the zinc bar 
or relax on the sofa with a cocktail and take in a jazz 
trio, with concerts offered six nights a week.

AMUZILO 
34 rue Dauphine 
Tel. +33 (0)1 43 54 12 70

Generations of children have romped through this 
iconic toyshop, opened in 1962 as the fi rst store 
in Paris dedicated to wooden toys. Even today, you 
won’t fi nd anything electric in the shop, but the 
Amuzilo has widened its repertoire to include not 
only wooden toys, but high-quality games, dolls 
and puzzles curated from all over the world – 
most of which you’ll fi nd nowhere else in Paris.

This equestrian statue of 
Henri IV is the landmark you 
are looking for if you are 
approaching rue Dauphine 
from the Île de la Cité
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